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Jesus Christ the Comforter 
By Lurena G. Wallace 


RE you weary, child of Mine? 
Here’s My strength; on it recline. 


Do fierce pains surge through your form? 
I am there in every storm. 


Do grave fears. your being fill? 
Naught can happen ’gainst My will. 


¥ Does it seem an endless night? 
Fear not, I am this world’s Light. 


Darkness shall not always last, 
Through it all Pll hold you fast. 


Whether here, or whether There, 
You are always in My care. 


3 Now or in eternity, 
You are ever dear to Me. 


In your sufferings you shall prove 
That I am eternal Love. 


Men of Like Passions 


Much comfort comes to the tried be- 
liever from the knowledge that great 
men of God have had their inward 
struggles, yet have triumphed through 
faith. The Bible exposes some of the 
sins of Abraham, Moses, David, and 
Peter, that we may learn from them, 
and we are told that Elijah, the brave 
prophet and man of prayer, “was a man 
subject to like passions as we are.” 
Alexander Whyte in his “Samuel Ruther- 
$ ford and Some of His Correspondents” 

(out of print), tells us that “the author 
of.the seraphic Letters” was a man of 
great extremes. “What strength, com- 
bined with what tenderness, there is 





in Rutherford! . . , Every letter he got 
consulting him and appealing to him 
as if he had been God’s living oracle 
made him lie down in the very dust 
with shame and self-abhorrence. Writ- 
ing on one occasion to Robert Blair he 
told him that his letter consulting him 
about some matter of Christian experi- 
ence had been\like a blow in the face 
to him; ‘it affects me much,’ said Ruther- 
ford, ‘that a man like you should have 
any such opinion of me.’ ,.. There was 
no man alive on the earth so much looked 
up to and consulted in the deepest mat- 
ters of the soul, in the secrets of the 
Lord with the soul, ag Rutherford was, 
and his letters bear evidence on every 
page that there was no man who had a 
more loathsome and a more hateful ex- 
perience of his own heart, not even Tay- 
lor, not even Owen, not even Bunyan, 
not even Baxter. . Writing from 
Aberdeen to Lady Boyd, he says: ‘I 
have not now, of a long time, found such 
high springtides as formerly. The sea 
is out, and I cannot buy a wind and 
cause it to flow again; only I wait on the 
shore till the Lord sends a full sea... 
but even to dream of Him is sweet.’ 

. But sweet as it is to read his raptur- 
ous expressions when the tide is full, 


/ 


I feel it far more helpful: to hear how. 
he still looks and waits for the return of 
the tide when the tide is low, and when 
the shore is full, as all left shores are 
apt to be, of weeds and mire, and all 
corrupt and unclean things. Rutherford 
is never more helpful to his correspond- 
ents than when they consult him about 
their ebb tides, and find that he himself 
either has been, or still is, in the same 
experience, . . . Why do we tell to all 
the world that such an eminent saint was 
full of such sad extremes? Well, we 
surely do so out of obedience to the 
divine command to comfort God’s people; 
for, next to their having no such extremes 
in themselves, their next best comfort 
is to be told that great and eminent 
saints of God have had the very same 
besetting sins and staggering extremes 
as they still have.” So it is good to read 
of the fiery trials of those whom God 
has greatly used. Confession must of 
course be guarded, and made under the 
guidance of the Spirit; but if Christian 
leaders were more honest with their 
own brethren and even with those un- 
der their care, more mutual comfort 
would abound, and it may be that the 
floodgates which are holding back re- 
vival would be lifted. 
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“Little Children, It Is the Last Hour” 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


well-known French Christian 

writer, is now in the category of 
“Paul the Aged,” and his latest message 
to his people and to the world is one 
of prophetic warning. It takes shape 
in a powerful booklet (only in French) 
entitled, “The End of a World: Christ 
is Coming” (Fin d’un Monde: Le’ Christ 
Revient); and with it he has issued a 
tract of fifteen pages, La Ronde Infernale 
(“The Hellish Dance”). Here are words 
to be taken to. heart, 


Pe A. ANTOMARCHI, the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is good unto them 
that wait for him, to the soul that 


seeketh him” (Lam. 3:25). 




















We may explain that M. Antomarchi 
was himself yt one time a microcosm 
of the great sinful, despairing world 
which is now on the verge of suicide 
by atomic dissolution, but by the grace 
of God he was drawn out of the abyss 
into which he was slipping. His feet 
were set on the Rock and all his goings 
established by the redeeming Spirit of 
Christ. His name is a rare one, and 
few know it apartefrom the single in- 
stance of Dr. Antomarchi, a relative who 
was the well-remembered physician of 
the first Napoleon during the long im- 
prisonment on St. Helena. 

So much by way of introduction. Now 
(in a few pregnant sentences) M. Anto- 
marchi: 

“A long time ago, one clear tropical 
night, when the seventeen stars of the 
Southern Cross shone -in the southern 
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horizon, I pricked up my ears at an 
almost imperceptible noise which passed 
over the desert. It was more than a 
sigh, less than a sob. Was it merely the 
murmur of the wind on the sand? 

“My Nubian guide said simply: ‘Lis- 
ten to the desert. Hear how it weeps! 
It is suffering of thirst. It is lamenting. 
It longs to be a meadow-land.’ 

“Such a lament of nature, dear reader, 
what is it in comparison with the con- 
tinuous and frightful plaint which rises 
from hospitals, from battlefields, from 
deathbeds, from prisons, and elsewhere? 
Oh, what words can ever express the 
fearful groans of the universal grief! 


“You,*who in your heart find echoes ,. 


of this cry, who feel that you can no 
longer restrain the revolt of reason and 
conscience, who are perhaps almost 
ready to shake your fist at God, to blas- 
pheme — listen for the approaching end 
of this suffering. The day-dawn of de- 
liverance whitens the horizon, 

“Courage, He is coming who. has con- 
quered death. He eomes to complete 
His redemptive work, to re-establish this 
world in its purity—the beauty and 
glory of its earliest days. 

“One of the characteristics of modern 
religious thought is the abserice of all 
sure knowledge of the prophecies of 
Scripture. It mocks at the supernatural, 
while offering its faith to the subnatu- 
ral. 

“It has passed through the tortures 
of two atrocious wars. It is without 
any conducting thread to guide it out 
of the labyrinth. How, it asks, can one 
reconcile the existence of a God of love 
with the existence of a world hardened 
by selfishness and hate? 

“Deprived of the light that knowledge 
of prophecy brings, the mind and heart, 
especially the heart, are reduced to end- 
less speculations in search of a way out 
of this unendurable syllogism, this logi- 
cal blind alley. 

“They are truly disconcerting, those 
who say they are believers in a book, 
yet who do not believe what it says. 
When these men are Christians and the 
book is the Bible it is profoundly sad- 
dening. e 

“Who will believe the Bible true if its 
best friends, even those nominally Chris- 
tian, do not believe it? 

“The great majority of Christians no 
longer believe the ‘It is written’ of God, 
or believe it only in so far as it seems 
good to them to believe. They believe 
it no more than the Pharisees, contem- 
poraries of Christ, really believed the 
Law and the Prophets. 

“If these scribes and Pharisees had 
actually believed, would not a deputa- 
tion of them have gone, in numbers and 
with great pomp, to bring the solemn 
homage of their love and faith to the 
Babe of Bethlehem? The time wag ful- 
filled. They knew it, but did not be- 
lieve it. 

“The: king of Judea, sinister Herod, 
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moved by emotions which the Magi and 
their mysterious declarations had awak- 
ened in Jerusalem, convened an urgent 
gathering of the high Jewish clergy. 

“Where is the Christ to be born?’ 
he asked. 

“In Bethlehern of Judeea,’ replied 
these men without hesitation. They even 
cited the passage in Micah which gave 
the name of the little, predestined 
hamlet. 

“The scribes then knew, but did not 
believe. And knowing this passage in 
Micah, how could they not have known 
the prophecy of the angel Gabriel, re- 
ported in the ninth of Daniel, which 
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fixed the date of Messiah’s coming to 
earth? 

“Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the command- 
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times” 
(Dan, 9:25). As Jesus could not, in ac- 
cordance with the Law, begin Hés min- 
istry before the age of thirty, a simple 
subtraction would have given the Phari- 
sees the date of His birth. All Jerusa- 
lem had heard of the miraculous events 


(Continued on page 273) 

















NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


“The Heavens Seem as Brass”’ 


There are doubtless many Tres 
readers who have had experiences like 
those described in the following letter, 
which was written to Mr. Wade C. 
Smith. It is hoped that they, too, may 
be helped by his sympathetic and en- 
couraging reply, which is given below. 


Will you please give me some ad- 
vice? But first I want to say that I 
am most seventy-nine years old. Well, 
when I was about fourteen years old 
I used to go to bed at night and pray. 
One night I put myself in God’s hands, 
and such a blessing He gave me. But 
the Devil made me think it was not 
real, so afterward I fell into sin. Well, 
of late years I have tried to pray some, 
but the heavens seem as brass above 
me, 


I take THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
and when I have read one I can hardly 
wait for the next one to come, 

I have just read “Calvary’s Cross,” 
also “Unfeigned Faith,” by Mackay, 
but somehow I don’t seem to have any 
desire to pray. 


The ministers in this town are all 
Modernists. I would have to go five 
miles to hear the Gospel. Can you 
give me any idea what the trouble is? 
—A Connecticut reader. 

Mr, Smirn’s REPLY 

You say you cannot pray, because the 
heavens seem as brass. But*you can 
pray, and it is a far simpler thing to do 
than to write me that letter. I am seven 
or eight hundred miles distant from you, 
and in order to get my attention and my 
response, you had to get writing mate- 
rials together and spend some time writ- 
ing me two pages, pouring out your 
heart’s desire for counsel and comfort. 
In a very real sense that was a prayer 
—a petition. Now you are having to 
wait for the answer, and even when it 
comes it is from just a poor finite hu- 
man being with the same limitations that 
you have. I feel very sorry for you, 
and I wish very much to help you, but 
I am only human, a long distance from 
you, and the best of my effort might 
fail you. 


On the other hand; where is God, in 
whose hands you piaced yourself in 


earlier years and who gave you such 
a rich blessing? He has not moved 
away from you; He is just where He 
was. And He is just as ready to be- 
stow the blessing now as He was then, 
God does not change. It was you that 
changed. Now you can change back 
again; and you can put your whole self 
in His hands as you did before. He is 
closer to you than your hands and feet. 
You do not have to write and use the 
slow mails to speak to Him. You do not 
even have to open your lips to speak to 
Him; just lift up your heart to Him, and 
He will fill all your desire for conscious- 
ness of His presence and power in your 
life and meet your immediate need, 
whatever it is. He has been waiting 
all this time for you to do that. He 
wants you to ask Him, although He 
knows already what is your greatest 
need and wants to supply it. Is that 
not simple? Is that not wonderful, too? 


Now open your Bible and see what He 
is saying to you. John 6:37, “Him that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast 
out.” Jesus says that. Do you think 
He means someone else beside you? 
Matthew 7:7, “Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” That is 
for you, my brother. First Peter 5:6, 7, 
“Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time: casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.” 

God is very resi. Do not allow Satan 
to cheat you again by making you doubt 
Him. Keep God’s promises and His 
presence in your mind, and when Satan 
tempts; quote God’s Word to him. That 
is the way Jesus put Satan to flight. He 
quoted the Word, and Satan went away, 
“and, behold, angels came and ministeréd 
unto him” (Matt. 4:11). 

It is my privilege to pray on your be- 
half, brother, and I am doing that. I 
am asking Him that He will help you 
to ask Him, 

Sincerely vours in Christ, 
Wane C. SmirTu, 
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IV. The Look for Transformation 
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The miracle wrought in the believer by the glory of the Lord 





considering looking unto Jesus. We 

have seen the look for salvation, the 
look for deliverance, the look for en- 
couragement, and at this time we shall 
think. of the look for growth into His 
likeness. Let us first read a statement 
of the Apostle Paul, which is found in 
his Second Letter to the Church in 
Corinth, “We all, with unveiled face be- 
holding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as from 
the Lord the Spirit” (3:18, R.V.). The 
look for salvation marks the beginning 
of the Christian life—a life in Christ. 
The look for deliverance deals with the 
maintaining of that life; the look for en- 
couragement tells us of the progress in 
that life; and this look of which we are 
thinking in this article reminds us of the 
goal of the true life which is in Christ 
Jesus, namely, our transformation into 
His glorious and perfect likeness. Some 
people who call themselves Christians 
seem to have lost sight of the fact that 
they have a goal which ‘has been set 
for them by the Lord Himself. It is a 
goal of perfection and of glory. It is, 
of course, quite beyond their attainment 
as the result of their own efforts, but 
it is the goal toward which the Lord 
Himself is working in them if they will 
only permit Him to do so. To that end 
He has sent the Holy Spirit, whose silent 
and unseen ministry in the heart of 
every true believer is in order to bring 
to completion the good work which was 
begun at the moment when Christ Jesus 
was intelligently and hunibly accepted 
as Saviour and as Lord. . 


[: SEVERAL articles we have been 


The Example of Moses 


In introducing this tremendous sub- 
ject, Paul first reminds his readers of 
an event in Old Testament history which 
had been of very great importance to 
the nation of Israel. He reminds them 
of the giving of the Law by God to 
Moses for Israel, as they were encamped 
at the base of Mount Sinai, shortly after 
the wonderful deliverance from the 
slavery of Egypt and also from the pur- 
suing armies of Pharaoh which had been 
destroyed in the Red Sea. This receiv. 
ing of the Law through the hand of 
Moses marked the constitution of the 
nation as God’s chosen people, and their 
acceptance of the Law marks the for- 
mal beginning of their covenant rela- 
tionship with God. 

The Book of Exodus tells us of the 
remarkable experience of Moses as he 
remained for forty days and forty nights 
in the presence of God on the top of 
Mount Sinai while receiving the Law. 
It was the expressed desire of Moses 


The late Dr. Henry W. Frost, for 
many years home director of the 
China Inland Mission for North 
America, once said that he never 
knew Hudson Taylor to be out of 
the presence of the Lord. That was 
one of the main secrets of the great 
missionary’s life, and from it came 
his calmness, his cheerfulness, his 
simplicity, and his overflowing life 
in the Spirit. He lived and walked 
in the presence of a living and faith- 
ful Heavenly Father. Hudson Taylor 
was’ transformed early in life by 
looking steadfastly upon the glory 
of the Lord, and he went on from 
strength to strength.. But it is a 
blessed fact that the Source of his 
renewed life is available to every be- 
liever, for it is the Lord Himself. 

This is the fourth article in Dr. 
Soltau’s series of five on “Looking 
Unte Jesus.” 








that he might be permitted to see the 
glory of God. But God’s reply was that 
no man could see His face and live, but 
that He would graciously put His serv- 
ant in a cleft of the rock and would per- 
mit him to catch a glimpse of the fringes 
of His divine glory as He passed by. 
When Moses came down from the moun- 
taintop and from the presence’ of the 
Lord, his face shone so that, as Paul 
writes, “The children of Israel. could 
not look stedfastly upon the face of 
Moses for the glory of his face; which 
glory was passing away” (2 Cor. 3:7). 
Moses himself was quite unconscious 
that as a result of his having been so 
long in the glorious presence of God 
his face was radiating or reflecting that 
glory so markedly that his own people 
were unable to gaze steadfastly upon 
him, 

Then Paul makes the comparison and 
the contrast between the old Mosaic cove- 
nant of the Law and the new covenant of 
grace through Christ Jesus. The first 
covenant was one of works and brought 
only condemnation and death, for no 
one was able perfectly to fulfill the Law 
and to keep all its requirements. The 
new covenant is one of grace through 
faith, by which acknowledgment is made 
of the sinner’s utter inability to keep 
the Law in his own strength and also of 
his grateful recognition that Christ Jesus 
has done for him what he was utterly 
unable to do for himself and in His own 
person has paid the penalty of broken 
law for all who will believe. Then Paul 
goes on to say that if the ministration 
of condemnation was grand enough to 
cause the face of Moses to shiné with 
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the glory of God’s presence, much more 
doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceed in glory. While, therefore, the 
divine glory that was reflected from 
Moses’ face remained only a limited time 
and then faded away, the divine glory 
that should be seen in your life and 
mine as we grow into the likeness of 
Christ Jesus will not grow fainter, but 
on the contrary will deepen and in- 
crease, for it comes not from the out- 
side but from the heart within, which 
has been transformed and renewed into 
the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The world speaks of reformation and 
of making a man better by improving 
the outward conditions of his life and 
home and giving him thereby an op- 
portunity of improving himself. Cod 
always works from the other end. He 
never speaks of reformation but of re- 
generation, whereby He makes a new 
beginning of a new life which He im- 
plants in a man’s heart, As that new life 
grows from within, it will manifest itself 
in a change of character and in a new 
power, so that instead of a man’s cir- 
cumstances and environmént helping 
him to improve himself, as a result of 
God’s work in his heart that man 
changes his ,environment completely, 
and all the outward conditions and cir- 
cumstances of his life undergo a’ trans- 
formation which corresponds to that 
which has been wrought within his heart 
through the activity of the Holy Spirit. 


An Act of Faith and Love 


In the verse of which we are think- 
ing, Paul says that we all are trans- 
formed into the same image, that is, the 
image of the Lord, from glory to glory. 
This is a clear statement that a pro- 
gressive change or transformation is go. 
ing on in the heart and life of every 
true believer who meets a certain con- 
dition. This condition is also stated in 
the words, “We all, with unveiled face 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord.” The transformation of our life 
into the glorious likeness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is here spoken of as the 
dfrect outcome of beholding His glory, 
of gazing in reverence and faith and 
adoration at the person of Christ Jesus. 
The word “behold” here means looking 
with concentration and earnestness. It 
is an act of faith and of love. 

You may remember Hawthorne’s 
famous story, entitled, “The Great Stone 
Face.” It tells of a rock formation 
closely resembling a human face, near 
a certain town. The legend was that 
eventually a great man should come 
whose face would closely resemble that 
of the rock formation and who would 


(Continued on page 270) 
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A Survey’ of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





UMMER Conferences.—It is good to 
learn that the English Keswick con- 
ferences have been resumed, and 

that that of 1947 drew together over 
four thousand Christians. Among those 
present was General Booth’s daughter, 
La Maréchale, now over ninety, and still 
active. Her nephew Wicliffe Booth led, 
this summer, a tent conference at Cham- 
bon-sur-Lignon in France with the as- 
sistance of Col. Irene Peyron, Major 
Abadie, and other Salvationists.‘ M. Cru- 
villier writes: “It was a moving thing 
in the evenings to join with them in 
proclaiming the Gospel to tourists and 
other of the curious attracted by the 
music. Certain Salvationists, corne from 
Judaism and Catholicism, struck me 
greatly, and we bless God for the spec- 
tacle of these men and women with their 
burning love for souls. The thousand 
persons who filled the tent, or overflowed 
it the last night, certainly heard the 
call of God.” 

The Youth Conference in Oslo last 
summer was of another spirit. Euro- 
pean youth attending were surprised, 
and even disgusted, at the Unitarianism 
of some American “youths.” A reporter 
from France wrote in La Christianisme: 

“We hoped much from the Biblical 
studies (the outlines for which we had 
well in advance), and were enabled to 
prepare for them. In spite of this, for 
the majority of us these Bible studies 
were a veritable agony. We found our- 
selves among boys and girls who did 
not only not know what Bible study 
was, but did not even know what the 
Bible was. . . . The worst of all was 
that we were unable to gather together 
under the lordship of Jesus Christ as 
it.is expressed simply and understand- 
ingly in the Bible.” 


At the San Francisco 1947 Convention 
of the Christian Endeavor Society, Dr. 
Poling, president, proposed a _ world- 
wide union of Christian Endeavor and 
the United Christian Youth Movement 
to be centered in the fact that Christian 
Endeavor “recognizes the primacy of 
Jesus Christ and commits itself in loy- 
alty to the Christian Church,”. In favor- 
ing the creation of a new youth move- 
ment, “dynamic, virile evangelism 
through ‘Youth Marches for Christ and 
the Church Campaigns’ in twenty or 
more great American churches” was 
called for by Mr. Poling. 

But that is going on already. To at- 
tempt to build up organization, save 
of the least possible amount, would stifle 
the Spir?t’s work, for not the least 
deadly enemy of the Spirit of God’s 
mission in the world is the persistent 
occupation of “church leaders” with or. 





ganization and “movements.” Further- 
more, no “Youth for Christ” group would 
reduce its confession of faith to “the 
primiacy of Jesus Christ” and “loyalty to 
the Christian Church.” f 


Latest announcements of Miss Ridder- 
hof’s campaign to preach the Gospel by 
records in many languages: 

“We have found a manufacturer who 
will supply phonographs for mission- 
aries at $8 apiece. These are small hand- 
wind phonographs, the box made of 
waterproof plywood and weighing ten 
pounds. Plans are under way to send 
the phonograph without the box to mis- 
sion fields at very small cost (duties 
being likewise reduced). With native 
labor and materials, cost would-be even 
less than $8. 

Six records for children in English 
(twelve stories) are now ready for the 
evangelization of American children who 


. know little of the Gospel. They can 


also be used among American and Cana- 


_dian Indian children. 


A Missionary Conference by Tran- 
scription, for use in churches where 
there is little missionary training, is 
announced —a fifty-minute program of 
songs, missionary information, brief 
message, and native testimonies. Ad- 
dress Buenas Nuevas, 124 Witmer St., 
Los Angeles 26, Calif. 

No organization here — no “slogans” — 
only the work of the Spirit of God which 
guides and provides marvelously. 


This Remarkable Work of Gospel Re- 
cordings Should Be Widely Known.—Let 
me summarize its aims and successes 
briefly. 

Translation takes time. There are 
1,500 languages and dialects into which 
Scripture has not yet been translated. 
And then there are millions who cannot 
even read translations already made. 

The Gospel record meets this need at 
many points. It tells how to be saved, 
how to live a Christian life. It repeats 
Scripture passages, Bible stories, and 
hymns. It goes into villages where mis- 
sion entrance is barred. It can be oper- 
ated by untrained native Christians; it 
prepares the way for missionary teach- 
ing. It is played over and over and 
thus sinks in, even into the dullest brain. 
It can be used where Gospel teaching 
is forbidden, as in Spain. It substitutes 
for the missionary when on furlough, 

Those who scorn to listen to a mis- 
sionary will listen in on “a box” — Mos- 
lems, for. example, whose intérest is 
aroused with their curiosity. Already 
there are fifty thousand of these little 
mechanical evangelists at work in 101 
languages, and over 80 languages are 
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used in transcriptions over the air in 
Latin America alone. 

Miss Ridderhof began this work only 
seven years ago, a young missionary 
driven home from Honduras by ill 
health. It is financed from above —in 
1946 to the amount of $35,000, “all bills 
paid and not a cent to spare.” It is a 
stery like that of the Mueller orphan- 
ages, or of the China Inland Mission. 
Here is a side light: 

“Among the blessings of the past year 
have been the gifts of food sent in by 
our generous friends. Feeding staff and 
many guests is not a small undertaking 
at Gospel Recordings, Incorporated. Our 
hostess, Elsie Zimmerman, says‘that the 
food bill at headquarters averaged ap- 
proximately $250 a month last year. 
Most of this is paid by the workers. 

“Have you heard of the half-acre 
which was given us? It is located in 
a suburb of Los Angeles and will be 
used as a truck garden to supply fruit 
and vegetables for our table. The place 
is improved and has good fruit trees. 
The Gibsons of Seattle plan to come 
down this year, build a house onrit at 
their expense, and undertake this job 
for the Lord.” 

What immense labor in the prepara- 
tion of these records in a hundred lan- 
guages— Asiatic, African, European, 
Latin American Indian! And what abil- 
ity required! What pioneering cour- 
age! 

Miss Ridderhof writes: 

“After prayer about the Indians and 
Eskimos of Alaska and Canada, we feel 
that God has made it clear that it is 
His time for us to go up and get record- 
ings in those fields. Pray for Ann Sher- 
wood and for me as we step out in June 
to answer this call. Humanly speak- 
ing, I weuld have to say, ‘My flesh and 
my heart faileth,’ but the answer fol- 
lows: ‘but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever.’” : 

Notice that Gospel Recordings is a 
women’s enterprise ! 

“One missionary in China reports that 
hundreds of thousands of people have 
heard the blessed sound of the Good 
News through just a few of our records 
and that many have been saved.” 

Japanese records are the latest to go 
to the Far East. 


Dr. Malcolm K. Burton, pastor of the 
Second Congregational Church, New 
London, Conn., lifts up his voice against 
the attempt to rush the churches of 
America into a single organization. 

“In any highly organized body there 
is danger of leaders getting beyond the 
reach of local constituents. The welfare 
of individuals and smaller groups is 

















Lesson for April4 


overlooked while brain-trusters dream 
up their grandiose schemes for the bet- 
terment of mankind. 


“Churches which permit power to fall 
into the hands of a few men find them- 
selves bedeviled with the evils. of 
bureaucracy. As a country we have 
witnessed the machinations of boards, 
bureaus, and departments that want to 
run our lives for us, plan our better- 
ment programs, and even protect us from 
ourselves. The organization of one big 
church would attempt on the religious 
level what we have already tried in 
government. The American people do 
not like the kind of inefficiency and 
waste which spawns itself within a pow- 
erful and top-heavy bureaucracy. 


“A few years ago Mr. John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., indicated his preference for 
projects of interdenominational scope. 
Some representatives of the Federal 
Council, spurred by this pronouncement 
of an eminent financier, dedicated them- 
selves with great zeal to becoming a 
matrimonial bureau for the perform- 
ance of shotgun weddings among our 
churches, (i.e., church unions). They 
have applied unrelenting pressure to this 
self-appointed task of liquidating our 
denominations through organic union. 
This has compromised the whole pur- 
pose of the Federal Council. . . , Mean- 
while the Federal Council has become 
an integral part of the World Council 
of Churches which represents the fruit 
of numerous ecumenical conferences. 
These . . . have furnished the excuse in 
this country for demanding immediate 
church unity. ... It looks as though we 
had interlocking djrectorates between 
our denomination, the Federal Council, 
and the World Council of Churches. 


“The-unique contribution of American 
churches is their congregational polity. 
This has been part of the warp and woof 
of our democratic pattern and perhaps 
the most creative factor in shaping 
American life. ... For us to haul down 
the flag, and scurry off like whipped 
dogs at the first shot from their ‘ecumen- 
ical’ guns is plain treason.” 


When the Moderator of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, the Rev. Dr. Frederick 
Evans, laid down his office last May, he 
told the story in his final address of 
George Charlton, a tailor and lay 
preacher of Newcastle-on-Tyne. When 
on the way to preach, Charlton was ac- 
costed by an -intoxicated man who was 
making some disturbance in the railway 
apartment. “Shall I sing a song?” Charl- 
ton asked? “Yes, let’s have a song,” was 
the rather thick reply. So hymn after 
hymn followed, and a measure of sobri- 
ety came to the listener. 

Seven years later Evans was given 
hospitality in a Hexham home, the house 
of a deacon of the church in which he 
was to preach. His hostess said to him, 
“Do you recal] singing to a drunken man 
on the train seven years ago?” “Indeed 
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I do, for I never did that before or 
since.” 

“That was my husband. Next morn- 
ing he said to me, ‘Lass, I'll never touch 
liquor again.’ Nor has he. He joined 
the chapel, and is now Deacon Parker.” 

That man and his wife were the par- 
ents of Joseph Parker, the mighty City 
Temple preacher. 


There is a Baptist educational center 
for Negro ministers at the Convent Ave- 
nue Baptist Church in Harlem, of which 
the late Dr. C.'H. Sears of the New York 
Baptist City Missions Society said, “It 
is the culmination of twenty years of 
effort on the part of the Society to assist 
Negro Baptist churches in the area.’ 
He speaks of the eagerness of Negro 
pastors for training, to equip them bet- 
ter to serve their people. 


There are also to be classes for Sun- 


day school teachers. 

If the teaching and training were of a 
thoroughly Biblical character and in the 
hands of those who are~ evangelically 
loyal one might expect much from it. 
But is it? Union Theological Seminary 
is not twenty blocks away, and obviously 
throws its shadow across the new Cen- 
ter: Mr. H. S. Hill, the director, majored 
at Yale Divinity School in Religious 
Education, and religious educationalists 
are the die-hards of a dwindling Mod- 
ernism. The program is of the stereo- 
typed, and to my mind, sterile sort. 
Thus: Meeting of Panel Leaders, Com- 
mission Study Groups, Religious Educa- 
tion in a Changing World, the Applica- 
tion of Christian Techniques in a 
Changing World, Methods of Christian 
Education in the Home in a Changing 
World, Christian Approaches of Lay 
Leadership in a Changing World, etc. 

The lecturers are colored pastors, Dr. 
Robinson on “The Philosophy of Re- 
ligion,” Dr. Adams on “The Old Testa- 
ment as a Source for Present-Day 
Preaching,” Dr. Hill on “Problems of 
Our Modern Cities,” and so on. 

This does not suggest meditation on 
and exposition of the Word. Nor does 
it exalt the living, dying, risen, ascended, 
and coming Christ. Method rather than 
substance seems to be the concern of the 
project. 

‘Among the instructors, lecturers, and 
speakers have been William Lloyd Imes, 
an Atburnist -closely associated with 
Union Seminary, Dr. Fosdick of the same 
seminary, Dr. Bader of the Federal 
Council, and the former Crozer Profes- 
sor of Religious Education, Mr. Stewart 
Cole. 

I asked the director if there was to 
be any evangelism in connection with 
the Center. “No, the churches are al- 
ready full.” 

I know of nothing more suited to 
empty them than “religious educational 
seminars.” 


Along the coast of Chile are number- 
less inhabited islands, and the Soldiers’ 
and Gospel Mission in Chile is sending 
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four evangelists to preach to the island- 
érs. These “Chileates” are dissatisfied 
with Rome, and ready to listen. “Every- 
where we heard people say, “The Gos- 
pel is the true religion,’” and the only 
danger is that they may react from Rome 
to atheistic communism, : 
The evangelists report in this vein: 


“Toward nightfall. we arranged with 
a sailbwat to take us to another island 
about five miles away. The following 
day we established ourselves on the cor- 
ner of a bridge where everyone had to 
pass. We got the Victrola going and 
sold booklets steadily for over an hour. 
After dinner we went into the country 
district and found everyone friendly. 

“Next morning we hired men to row 
us to T——. We began to visit the houses 
and sell books, inviting people to a meet- 
ing that night. Booklets sold like mad. . 
I think only one refused to buy in the 
whole town. Some followed us to our 
lodging and began questioning us re- 
garding the difference between ours and 
the old religion. We were at it until 
midnight. The people are surely hun- 
gry for the truth.” The day following 
they’ traveled by steamer, third class, to 
Quellion: 

“The townefathers readily granted per- 
mission for a meeting in the municipal 
theater that night, and the public school 
rented us benches and seats. News trav- 
eled fast, and people came from every- 
where to buy literature. When school 
was out, at the noon hour, we were al- 
most swamped, and in another hour or 
two there was hardly a person in town 
without some part of the Word in his 
home. That evening between 300 and 
400 congregated in the theater.” 


It is as when Paul stopped overnight 
at Coos or Samos or other islands in 
the AZgean Sea! 


A fellow passenger invited the evange- 
lists to his home when they reached the 
Island of C——, in the middle of the 
night. “In the morning we met the 
whole family at the breakfast table and 
had great freedom in opening God’s 
Word to them? The three daughters 
laid aside all the morning’s duties in 
order to miss nothing of the instruction, 
and their parents offered their big liv- 
ing room for a Gospel meeting that 
night. A goodly number of neighbors 
attended who proved to be an eager 
audience.” 


Similar accounts of other islands, “On 
the steamer south we made the lovely 
discovery that the first officer was a real 
Christian. Although we held only third 
class tickets he turned over his own 
cabin to us and gave us the best of food. 
On the same steamer we met a judge 
and his young wife. He was full of 
questions, a real seeker. After we had 
answered his inquiries with Scripture 
verses he became even more interested, 
and finally said, ‘Well, you surely have 
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the answers.’ We left him a New Testa- 
ment and a ‘Way of Salvation’ booklet.” 


Dr. Thomas Cochrane, now editor of 
World Dominion, was in earlier life 
medical missionary in Peking, in the 
succession of such medical pioneers as 
Dudgeon and Lockhart. At the turn of 
the century, because of Boxer complica- 
tions, there was much hostility, and he 
mentions how, an_ aristocratic lady 
showed her contempt for the foreigner 
by raising his hand, while he was feel- 
ing her pulse, and wiping her nose on 
it! Yet his skill gradually won the 
regard and friendship of various influ- 
ential men, even at Court, 


He had much on ‘his heart the need 
of a medical school for the Chinese, and 
often prayed that God would somehow 
enable him to reach “one of the oldest 
thrones in the world.” “I not only prayed 
beside my Bethel Rock, but on three 
occasions I walked around the -wall of 
the northern city, praying every step of 
the way.” The younger brother of the 
Empress fell sick, and five Chinese phy- 
sicians failed to help him, for which they 
were duly and roundly flogged.. Dr. 
Cochrane finally cured him, and as a 
consequence the Empress Dowager sent 
him ten thousand ounces of‘ silver for his 
planned medical college, an unprece- 
dented thing. This sawed the dam open 
and subscriptions from ‘high-ups of 
every type flowed in. With this came 
various important Government grants 
and privileges. 


After the opening of the college, Dr. 
Cochrane was invited to an Imperial 
audience in the Palace, ostensibly to re- 
turn thanks for Her Majesty’s benevo- 
lence, the only missionary ever allowed 
to stand before the Dragon Throne! The 
Empress Dowager looked every inch a 
queen, with a quiet aad splendid ‘dignity 
befitting a line of over two ‘hundred 
monarchs running back to the begin- 
nings of historic time. Powerful eunuchs 
and great princes were “in trembling 
attendance.” So was Dr. Cochrane’s 
prayer answered in a fashion which re- 
minds one of Daniel an@ Esther. 


His Union Medical College has be- 
come the greatest institution of its sort 


in Asia. “I feel that I ought to enlarge . 


upon this maiter of prayer,” he writes. 
President C, W. Eliot of Harvard, about 
the same time, attempted to start a 
Harvard Medical School in China, offi- 
cered by an imposing list of Harvard 
medical proféssors and rich alumni. It 
failed, unable to secure the trifling sum 
of $25,000 yearly, Moral: We should 
always “enlarge upon this matter of 
prayer.” 


Some believe that it is best for evan- 
gélical Christians to get out of the older 
churches which have become infiltrated 
with the new Unitarianism. Others take 
the position of the French underground 
during’ Nazi oppression. They would 
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not abandon the church to the theologi- 
cal Nazis, but wait for better times with 
prayer and protest. Which is the right 
policy? Everyone must determine this 
for himself. 

The Free Church of the Canton Vaud 
(Geneva) was a come-outer church such 
as so often arises when the old church 
becomes unbelieving. It is now a hun- 
dred years old, and M. Debu in Le Chris- 
tianisme gives a vivid account of the 
celebration of its centenary in Calvin's 
old church which, for the first time in 
a hundred years, received all the chil- 
dren of the Vaudois church. “How far 
away “the. times of persecution seemed, 
when the gatherings of the momiers [the 
pietists] were assailed with sticks and 
stones by people stirred to such action by 
the party in power.” 

The organ of the old church, Le 
Semeur Vaudois, makes this confession: 
“It is an undeniable fact that our sep- 
arated brethren have given us on the 
plane of accomplishment an example of 
fearless and burning faith which we can- 
not forget in these anniversary days. 
And if, alongside of these Christian en- 
terprises, we recall the men who led the 
church, that pleiad of able men made 
doubly great by the greatness of their 
hearts, we can only salute with thanks- 
giving the enrichment which the Free 
Church has brought during a century to 
the spiritual collectivity of our Canton.” 

Current superficiality thinks in terms 
of reunion. Historically, however, it has 
been separation which has usually 
brought refreshment and life to the 
churches. How much more did Free 
Church secession under Chalmers do for 
Scotland than reunion under Rainey! 
And in Holland how wonderfully fruitful 
the work of Kuyper and those who se- 
ceded from the Dutch State Church dur- 
ing the last eighty years! 


Arabia is a pioneer’s land, and no finer 
pioneer could be imagined than Dr. Paul 
Harrison. Recently he went to Riadh to 
treat the daughter of the ruling kinglet, 
rich from discovered ‘oil. He proved to 
be of real service to her sick eyes, and 
all the Bedouins in the city seized the 
opportunity to have their various ills 
attended to. Into a little native house 
two hundred impatient patients crowded 
every morning. Cobwebs and dirt, dust 
and confusion were past describing. “In 
the afternoons we operated on hernias 
and hemorrhoids and eyelids and even 
cataracts. Believe it or not, no stitch 
abscess marred our- record.” 

Then we went back to Hassa, Arabia’s 
greatest oasis. A hundred thousand peo- 
ple live there supported by two or three 
million date palms. The people of Hassa 
want a missionary hospital, and I think 
the Ameer wants it, too. The greatest 
door in Arabia is beginning to creak on 
its hinges. Malaria is universal and in- 
tense, trachoma ruins eyes, and smallpox 
kills children. There is much tubercu- 
losis. .Hassa is the one place where we 
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still have to tear a neat, round hole in a 
woman’s veil if her tooth is to be pulled 
or her eye treated. The Ameer’s daugh- 
ter refused to remove her veil for the 
eye treatment, “but nurse Gamasha has 
not had her years in the women’s hos- 
pital for nothing. Even as she assented 
to the tearful demands of the patient 
she slowly pried up the black veil and 
slipped the white mask underneath. 
Down went fhe drops of chloroform. 
‘Count!’ she ordered. ‘Wahid-ethnain- 
thalatha.’ The girl’s voice began to trail 
off into a thin moan. The veil was re- 
moved, and the doctor began. 


“In the meantime the town is surging 
with rumors about the operations Some 
say that we removed the patient’s head 
and put it back again.” 

So it goes. Peter Parker opened 
China at the point .of a lancet. Paul 
Harrison is doing the same thing in 
Arabia. “We began by removing a large 
tumor from a girl’s back,” writes Mrs. 
Harrison. “Next came a merchant bring- 
ing his Hejazi wife. His concern for her 
was so real my heart was melted, Then 
came a thin village girl with one hand 
twice its size from pus. It was the keen- 
est pleasure to put her to sleep and see 
Paul clean that hand.” 


Brief Notes 


The International Walther League of 
the Lutheran Church is undertaking a 
nation-wide tract distribution as its mis- 
sion project « 


There are a number of camps for Rus- 
sian prisoners and displaced persons in 
Italy, and the Roman Church is proselyt- 
ing among them. Confession to a priest 
is the best way for ragged and starving 
refugees to derive benefit from Ameri- 
can relief sent to Italy. Those who sub- 
mit are sent to the Collegium Russicum 
in the heart of the Vatican State for 
training as “missionaries” to Russia, 


The Eritish Broadcasting Company has 
a Sunday Half Hour of community hymn 
singing in which millions of listeners 
—seven million it is estimated — join in. 
These’ broadcasts draw together those 
at home and those exiled from home 
all over the world. They are’ led by 
combined massed choirs from many 
churches. One of the best features is 
that people are being familiarized with 
hymns in the hymnals, to which they 
have been hitherto strangers. And in 
these hymns is doctrinal teaching. 


Every morning at 8.30 a group of 
Senators gathered, during the lasf ses- 
sion of Congress (1947), for a prayer 
meeting at the Capitol and on Thurs- 
days a larger group of Representatives 
met in the House Wing — some forty-five 
or fifty in all. Among the speakers were 
Dr. Walter Wilson, Mr. LeTourneau, Dr. 
Arthur I, Brown, and Paul Rood. “A 
more attentive audience could not be 
found.” 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 4. A PROPHET AMONG THE EXILES 
Ezekiel 1 to 4; 33:1-9; printed text, 1:1-3; 3:11, 17-21; 4:1-3 
Golden Text.—Son of. man, | have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel.—Ezek. 3:17 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Ezek. 1:1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the 
fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the 
captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, 
and I saw visions of God. 

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was*the fifth year of 
king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

3 The word of the Lorp came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, 
the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; 
and the hand of the Lorp was there upon him. 


Chap. 3:11 And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the 
children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, 
Thus saith the Lord Gop; whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear. 


17 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house 
of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me. 

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die: and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakesi to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die 
in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. : 

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 


wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; 
but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn trom his righteous- 
ness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before 
him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning. he 
shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done 
shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. 


21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the right- 


eous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because 


he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul. 


Chap. 4:1 Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it 
before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 

2 And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast 
a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering 
rams against it round about. 

3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a 
wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against 
it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. 
This shall be a sign to the house of Israel. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


F ALL the _ prophetic books, 
O Ezekiel is the one that has been 

most neglected. Many people are 
repelled by the marvelous vision of the 
opening chapter, and, finding it difficult 
to understand, proceed no further, and so 
lose the blessing they might have gained 
by a careful study of the entire book 
in dependence upon the Holy Spirit as 
teacher, who inspired the prophet to 
write it (2 Pet. 1:21). To the reverent 
student, the book presents no serious 
difficulties that may not be overcome by 
a careful comparison of Scripture with 
Scripture. -Thus one may be preserved 
from a private interpretation which 
would not harmonize with the rest of 
God’s revealed Word. 

Ezekiel is primarily the prophet of 
the divine government. Throughout his 
book he dwells upon the fact that God 
is over all, working out His plans and 
carrying out His own decisions, in spite 
of Satanical efforts to thwart His pur- 
pose and annul His counsels. The Devil 
may be, and is, the god and prince of 
this present world system, but over and 
above all is the throne of the eternal 
Majesty, whose ways are past finding 


out, but who controls the destinies of* 


Israel and the nations, working “all 
things after the counsel.of his own will” 
(Eph. 1:11). 

There is a very definite and intimate 
connection between this book and that 
of the Revelation. The living creatures 
of Ezekiel’s visions and those of the 
Apocalypse are clearly one and the 


same, and the closing vision of the re- 
stored earthly city and temple in Ezekiel 
40 to 48 corresponds to that of John’s 
vision concerning the heavenly city, the 
New Jerusalem, in which no temple is 
seen because the whole is one vast sanc- 


- tuary where the redeemed shall dwell 


in unclouded light in the presence of 
God and the Lamb. Many other similar- 
ities and contrasts will be observed by 
the careful student who reads with rev- 
erence and dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. 


The Historical Setting 


Ezekiel was of priestly ancestry, but 
was probabiy carricd into captivity (in 
the reign of Jehoiachin) before he be- 
gan to enter on his duties as priest. He 
was contemporary with Daniel, who was 
carried into captivity in the reign of 
Jehoiakim. His ministry covers a period 
of some twenty-one years, from 595 to 
574 B.C. We know nothing as to his 
early life and only such incidents of his 
maturer years as are recorded in this 
book. . 


Verse by Verse 


. Ezek. 1:1—*“Now it came to pass in 
the thirtieth year ...I saw visions of 
God.” It is not easy to decide what 
thirtieth year is referred to. Some con- 
sider it the thirtieth year of the dynasty 
of Nabopolassar, the father of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who founded the Babylonian 
Empire. Others take it as the thirtieth 
year of Ezekiel’s life, the year when, 
had things been in order and he in the 
land of Israel, he would have entered 
upon his responsibilities as priest. But 
the important thing is the fact that he 
was called to the prophetic office and 
given visions of God that he might min- 


ae 


ister to his stricken people. To him it 
was given to look into the throne room 
of the Heavens, as it were, and to un- 
derstand how the affairs of men and of 
nations were all under the Rand of Him 
who occupies that throne in awful and 
sublime majesty. 


Verse 2.—“The fifth year of king Je- 
hoiachin’s captivity.” It was nearly five 
years after the carrying away of this 
ungodly king, and in the fifth month of 
the year, that Ezekiel was appointed by 
God as His mouthpiece to Israel, 


Verse. 3.—“The word of the Lord came 
expressly unto Ezekiel.” In a very spe- 
cial way he was set apart to the pro- 
phetic office, not by any human author- 
ity, but the hand of Jehovah was upon 
him, 

Chap. 3:11.—*Go, get thee to them of 
the captivity.” Ezekiel was sent of God, 
not so much to the Jews remaining in 
the land of Palestine, but to those who 
had been carried away already as cap- 
tives. One might have supposed that 
their afflictions would have softened 
their hearts and exercised their con- 
sciences, but the prophet was not to 
expect this. He was to give them God’s 
word whatever their attitude toward it 
might be, 


Verse 17.—*I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the house of Israel.” Solemn 
are the responsibilities put by God Him- 
self upon one whom He calls to be a 
watchman and to speak for Him to His 
people. Ezekiel was to give warning 
of coming judgments and to call his peo- 
ple to repentance. 


Verse 18.—“His blood will I require at 


thine hang.” Much depended upon the 
faithfulness. of the watchman. If the 
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people failed to heed his warning, the 
responsibility was theirs, but if he 
proved unfaithful he would have to ac- 
count to God for their blood. It was this 
and the kindred passage in chapter 33, 
undoubtedly, that the Apostle Paul had 
in mind when he declared to the Ephe- 
.sian elders, “I take you to record .., 
‘that I am pure from the blood of all 
men” (Acts 20:26), 


Verse 19.—“If thou warn the wicked 

. thou hast delivered thy soul.” All 
that the messenger of God can do is 
to give out the Word in dependence on 
the Holy Spirit. Those who refuse it 
do so at their own peril, but the one 
who proclaims the truth is blameless. 


Verse 20—“When a righteous man doth 
turn from his righteousness, and com- 
mit iniquity, ... his righteousness which 
he hath done shall not be remembered.” 
This is not dealing with the question 
of the salvation of the soul; but it has 
to do with God’s government over men 
here in this world. It is law, not grace, 


Verse 21.—“If thou warn the righteous 

. and he doth not sin, he shall surely 
live.” It is righteousness according to 
the Law of Moses that is in question, 
“which if a man do, he shall live in 
them” (Lev. 18:5). This, as we are told 
very plainly “ the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians (chap. 3), is the very opposite of 
the Gospel oe should not be confounded 
with it. 


Chap. 4:1.—“Take thee a tile, and lay 
it before thee.” Ezekiel was to take a 
burned brick or tile and draw the atten- 
tion of the people to it in order that 
they might have their curiosity aroused 
as to what the prophet was illustrating. 
The tile represented the city of Jeru- 
salem, which was again under siege by 
the armies of the Chaldeans, during the 
last days of the reign of Zedekiah. 


Verse 2—‘“Lay siege against it, and 
build a fort against it.” This was to 
bring vividly before the captives what 
was transpiring in the homeland. 


Verse 3.—“Take thou unto thee an iron 
pan, and set it for a wall of iron be- 
tween thee and the city.” The unyield- 
ing wall of, iron suggests the mighty 
power of the Babylonian army, against 
which the army of the Jews seeking 
to defend Jerusalem would struggle in 
vain. God had been very patient and 
waited long before visiting judgment 
upon a rebellious and gainsaying people. 
Now His long-suffering mercy had come 
to an end, and He was to act toward 
His people as an enemy, taking the part, 
as it were, of their foes in order that 
Judah might be chastised for her mani. 
fold transgressions. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Ezekiel is the -prophet of the divine 
government, which is often lost sight of 
by those who fail to realize that grace 
does not annul or set aside govarnment, 
God has not vacated His throne as the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. March 28.—Eternal Life (Easter 
Lesson). John 21:1-14; Colossians 
3:1-4, 12-17; 1 John 5:11, 12 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. April 11.—God’s Message to a Peo- 
‘ ple in Exile. 
Ezekiel 18; 34; 36:22-38; 37:1-14 








supreme ruler over the nations, and it 
still remains as true of nations as of in- 
dividuals that whatsoever is sown must 
be reaped. 
Ezekiel sought to impress upon Israel 
and is the background for a true philos- 
ophy of history, explaining much that 
is going on among the nations in our 
own times, as well as throughout past 
centuries. Blessing comes with recogni- 
tion of our responsibility to obey God. 
Disaster follows where this is ignored. 


Lesson Outline 
THE WATCHMAN IN ISRAEL 


1, The prophet's call (Ezek. 1:1-3) 

2. The prophet’s message (chap. 3:11) 

3. The prophet’s responsibility (vs, 17- 
21) 

4. The prophet’s illustration (chap, 4:1- 
3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Outline of Ezekiel. This book divides 
naturally into four parts: 

Division 1 includes chapters 1 to 24, 
prophecies cencerning Israel, calling to 
repentance in view of threatened judg- 
ment, all of which. were uttered before 
the fall of Jerusalem, 

Division 2, chapters 25 to 32, prophe- 
cies relating to seven nations with which 
Israel had close relationship or provi- 
dential dealings. 

Division 3, chapters 33 to 39, the moral 
condition. of Israel exposed, and the 
promise of a future restoration to God 








Questions for Teacher ‘and Class | 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill, 
HAT is meant by the thirtieth year 
in Ezekiel 1:1? 
2. Who was prophesying:-in Jerusa- 
lem at this time? 

3. Who else, in his thirtieth year,’saw the 
heavens open, when he was by a river? 

4. In how many stages did the captivity 
of Judah take place? 

5. Where else beside Ezekiel 3:15 do we 
read of astonished silence for seven days, 
and what produced the astonishment in each 
case? 

6. What is the main lesson of the “watch- 
man” passages of Ezekiel? (3:17-21; 33:1-9.) 

7. Is the work of warning or witnessing 
to be controlled or urged simply by a hu- 
man sense of urgency? 

8: Why was the oracle of the siege given? 
(chap. 4.) 

9. Of what is the iron pan (or plate) sym- 
bolic? 

10. Of whom is the prophet a type in this 
oracle? (vs. 4-6.) 


(Answers on page 270) 


This is the great lesson’ 
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and their land, conditioned upon national 
repentance. 

Division 4, chapters 40 to 48, a grand 
apocalyptic picture of the coming glory 
when once more it shall be said of Jeru- — 
salem, “The Lord is there.” 


Summaries and Applications 


Ezekiel’s whole demeanor bespeaks a 
man subject to the will of God and of 
resolute spirit, so that he was able to 
stand firmly for the truth and to bear 
witness against the iniquities of the peo- 
ple without flinching, no matter how in- 
tense the opposition to his words be- 
came, 

Dr. Andrew Bonar, in order to stir up 
his hearers to a careful study of God’s 
entire Word, used to suggest the possi- 
bility of meeting a glorious being in the 
celestial city who would be recognized 
as the Prophet Ezekiel. He imagined 
the newcomer to Heaven exclaiming, 
“Ezekiel, how glad I am to see you!” 
And the prophet would reply, “I am 
pleased to welcome you here. I see you 
know my name. How did you like the 
book I wrote?” What confusion would 
follow if this book had been neglected ! 

To Ezekiel God gave a special com- 
mission, as He did also to Habakkuk 
(chap. 2). The watchman is one who 
has understanding of the times, and 
who is in a position to speak for’ God 
and to make His mind known to the 
people. Much depends on his faithful- 
hess, for if he fails to make known what 
the Lord reveals to him, he will be held 
accountable if men are exposed to judg- 
ment because the watchman has not 
sought to awaken them. 


CHIcaco. 
ye ‘ 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson,—Holy 
and merciful Father, who art the enemy 
of our sin, yet the lover of our souls, 
we thank Thee for all the pains Thou 
hast taken to save us from sin and to 
draw us to Thyself. Especially we thank 
Thee for all Thy faithful messengers 
who have warned us against the broad 
way that leads to destruction, and called 
us to the narrow way that leads to life. 
Make us wise-to hear and heed their 
call. Help us to receive in our hearts 
the things taught us here, and may the 
Lord Jesus find a welcome in each heart 
and life. Bless Thy truth as it is de- 
clared to men all over the earth. Where 
Thy Word is still unknown raise up mes- 
sengers to take it to all such people, 
and bring in the time when all shall 
know the Lord. We pray for all who 
mourn, for all who lack the necessities 
of life, for those who suffer in our hos- 
pitals, for those who are in prisons, and 
for all who are led astray. Give to all 
of these the/help they need, and make 
each of us sympathetic, understanding, 
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Lesson for April 4 


and helpful to each other and to all who 
cross our path and need our help. Make 
us pure in heart, and may the doing 
of Thy will be our joy and delight, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our Golden Text 
today, God tells Ezekiel, “Son of man, 
I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel.” But Ezekiel was not 
the only person to be God’s watchman. 
A watchman’s job is to watch for dan- 
ger and give the alarm. All the Bible 
writers were God’s watchmen through 
whom we are warned against the perils 
of sin. Faithful preachers, Sunday school 


ee GOD'S 
EED 

teachers, and godly parents are watch- 
men who warn us of the snares of the 
Devil and the dangers of dabbling in 
sin. But when people take no notice of 
God’s watchmen, it is a sad and tragic 
thing, and there are so many people 
who pay no heed to the warnings of 
God’s watchmen, 

In April, 1912, the great liner Titanic 
proudly put out to sea on its first voyage 
across the Atlantic, carrying twenty-two 
hundred people. I say “proudly,” for it 
had ‘been widely proclaimed that this 
great vessel could not sink. After a few 
days the ship entered the chilly atmos- 
phere that told of the nearness of ice- 
bergs. From the Caronia, and from the 
California came wireless messages warn- 
ing the Titanic of icebergs they had 
sighted. But no one paid any attention 
to these warnings, thinking the Titanic 
could not sink. So the great ship sped 
on until, at midnight, there was a crash 
as she hit a great mass of ice. A hole 
300 feet long was ripped in her side, 
but still no one was much worried, and 
when at last the lifeboats were ordered 
out people refused to believe there was 
real danger, and some boats were only 
half filled. When, at 2.20 a.m., the Titanic 
went down, she took 1,500 people with 
her, all because warning after warning 
had been disregardea. Don’t you treat 
God’s warnings like that. Listen to His 
watchmen, and act on their warnings. 


P Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men’s Corer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“As I was among the captives by the 
river of Chebar .. . the heavens were 
opened, and I saw visions of God” (Ezek. 
1:1). —There are three outstanding exiles 
who were favored with visions of God. 
Ezekiel saw the glory of God and the 
restoration of Israel. Daniel saw the 
rise and fall of the four Gentile world 
powers and the establishment of the 
everlasting Kingdom of the Son of man; 
and John saw the development of church 
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history as well as the Tribulation, the 
Millennium, and the eternal state. 

Each believer is a captive in the chains 
of divine love whose vision should en- 
compass the entire revelation of God. 
Those so blessed are not visionaries, but 
missionaries. (A visionary has been de- 
scribed as a person “who follows a phan. 
tom and forgets his present duties.”’) 

Paul’s heavenly vision was accom- 
panied by a very definite commission to 
“open their [Gentiles] eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins, and in- 
heritance among them which are sanc- 
tified by faith” in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Some of us might like to escape from 
the daily routine, narrow circumstances, 
and uncongenial tasks, but in so doing 
we might lose the vision of the “alto- 
gether lovely” One, who for the joy set 
before Him endured crucifixion and de- 
spised the shame (Song of Sol. 5:16; 
Heb, 12:2). 

Possibly this is what Longfellow seeks 
to teach us in his poem, “The Legend 
Beautiful,” wherein he pictures a monk 
kneeling in prayer, when 

Suddenly, as if it lightened, 

An unwonted splendor brightened 

All within him and without him * 

In that narrow cell of stone; 

And he saw the Blessed Vision 

Of our Lord,. with light Elysian 

Like a vesture wrapped about him, 

Like a garment round him thrown. 

Consumed with delight he remained 
kneeling before the Vision, when amid 
his ecstacy he heard the ringing of the 
bell calling him to his duty of assist- 
ing the blind, halt, and lame. Should 
he go or should he remain? 

Then a voice within his breast 

Whispered, audible and clear 

As if to the outward ear: 


“Do thy duty; that is best; . 
Leave unto thy Lord the rest !” 


Obediently he fulfilled his responsi- 


bilities and then returned to his cell to 
find the Vision still standing there. 
And he felt his bosom burn, 
Comprehending all the meaning, 
When the Blessed Vision said, 
“Hadst thou stayed, I must have fied !” 
Happy are all who can say in their 
measure as the Apostle Paul said in his, 
“I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision.” 


“And go, get thee to them of the cap- 
tivity .. . and speak unto them, and tell 
them, Thus saith the Lord God; whether 
they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear” (Ezek. 3:11).—Recently I perused 
an article in ‘Life about a young man 
named “Kelly” who was given-a very 
rugged training as a Communist, but 
who, nevertheless, labored—and_ still 
labors — indefatigably in the cause de- 
spite hardships, blows, and jail. He has 
a vision of possessing power in a world 
which he thinks will turn communistic. 
(We know from the Holy Scriptures that 
his is an idle dream, for there is no 
room in God’s revealed program for such 


AQ) g> 
(dy? $8? 
a world. God’s plan embraces five world 
empires—the first was Babylon, the 
second Medo-Persia, the third Greece, 
the fourth Rome, and the fifth is the 
Kingdom which the God of Heaven shall 
set up “which shall never be destroyed.” 
See Daniel 2.) 

A reader of the article wrote to the 
editors of the magazine saying, “I 
couldn’t help but think what a gallant 
and zealous missionary ‘Kelly’ would 
have made. It’s a shame he is on the 
wrong side.” 

But Ezekiel was on the right side, as 
is everyone who has a “Thus saith the 
Lord” in his commission. - - 


“I have made thee a watchman... 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them.warning from me” (Ezek. 
3:17).—We understand that it was after 
R. A. Laidlaw—the president of the 
largest mercantile house in New Zea- 
land —heard a solemn message on this 
passage of Scripture that he wrofe the 
booklet entitled “The Reason Why” as a 
busingssman’s message to the members 
of his staff. 

In so doing, Mr, Laidlaw not only ful. 
filled his responsibility as a “watchman” 
to all his employees, but also to many 
others at home and abroad; for the mes- 
sage has been printed and circulated by 
the millions. 


It h&s been translated into more than 


_ a score of foreign languages. The Lord 


has blessed it to the conviction and con- 
version of many precious souls. Let us 
not forget our “watchman” responsibil- 
ities, ; 

Wawona, CALir, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, who is this Ezekiel, and 

what do we have to do with him, 
anyway? If I should run out on the ball 
ground and shout, “Ezekiel!” what 
would it mean to the fellows, except 
probably someone would point at me 
and say, “Oh, he’s nuts; don’t pay any 
attention to him.” 

In a small Texas town, my brother, 
an evangelist trying to start a revival, 
was shaking hands around and _ intro- 
ducing himself, getting acquajnted, try- 
ing to stir up good will, One man 
avoided him, got in his buggy, and drove 


* around the corner; but the evangelist, 


not to be outdone, went around the other 
corner and met him on the other street. 
Stepping out into the road and putting 
his knee between the wheels to stop the 
horse, he exténded his hand to the 
driver, saying, “My name is Smith.” 
“Well, what of it?” answered the 
driver. “Gid dap!” as he whipped the 
lines across the horse’s back. And that 
was the end of that. Some people seem 
to be unapproachable. 
Ezekiel was one of 


God’s great 
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prophets. We are apt to think of the 
prophets as very old men with long, 
gray beards. Most of them probably 
did live to a tipe old age, but as a rule, 
their main work was doné in early man- 
hood. Isaiah, regarded by some scholars 
as the greatest of all the merely human 
prophets, was quite a young man when 
the death of King Uzziah was the occa- 
sion of his entering upon his amazing 
prophetic career. Jeremiah was only 
twenty years old when he was called 
to be one of God’s outstanding prophets 
and spokesmen. John the Baptist was 
a young man; and Jesus Christ, not only 
the Son of God (and very God) but 
‘the greatest of all prophets, ended His 
earthly career at the age of thirty-three. 


The Prophet Ezekiel, whom we study 
these first two weeks of the second quar- 
ter, was also a comparatively young 
man when he started out as a national 
spokesman for God. He was only twenty- 
five years of age when carried to Baby- 
lon as a captive along with thousands 
of other Jews; he was thirty when he 
began his prophetic ministry to his peo- 
ple Israel, pleading for the faith of their 
fathers. Israelites were being born in 


captivity, under the influence and sur- 
roundings of heathenism and idolatry. 
And the tragedy of it was that they were 
Ezekiel’s great mission 


rather liking it. 
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was to call his people back to the knowl- 
edge and worship of God, with the strong 
hope that Israel would one day return 
to Jerusalem and resume their national 
life as the people of God. It required 
great courage, great faith, and great 
moral strength to do this, and Ezekiel 
did not fail the Lord in his high call. 
The meaning of the name Ezekiel, is 
“Whom God strengtheneth.” 


This is the lesson, fellows: God wants 
youthful manhood and strength to do 
His mighty work in this our age, just 
as much as He wanted them in the days 
of the Jewish captivity —and doubtless 
even more, 

Give of your best to the Master; 

Give of the strength of your youth; 

Throw your soul's fresh, glowing ardor 

Into the battle for truth. 

Of course the prophets were a great 
power for God in their old age, because 
early in their young manhood they put 
their all upon the altar of service to 
God. And do you suppose they missed 
anything good by devoting their younger 
years? Indeed they did not. As I look 
around now and see the young fellows 
who are throwing themselves one hun- 
dred per cent into the service of Jesus 
Christ, it seems to me I never saw hap- 
pier ones anywhere or at any time. 
There is something about the challenge 
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to service at this particular time of the 
world’s history that is thrilling to the 
last degree. What a privilege! I some- 
times wonder why it is that we did not 
live back yonder in the years gone by, 
when life was simpler and not so com- 
plex and perilous as it is today. Can 
it be that God has reserved for you and 
me the highest and hardest task that 
any generation has ever faced? If not, 
why are cur bodies not resting under 
tombstones? Could God have made a 
mistake in timing our presence in the 
great arena uf life and conflict at this 
time? Surely not. And you may depend 
upon it that if He has timed your arrival 
on the scene for today’s big test, He 
has also arranged for every facility, 
every wisdom, and every ounce of power 
necessary to the performance of it. 


We only need the vision to see it, and 
then like Isaiah, say to Him, “Hear am I; 
send me.” 


Avucusta, GA, 
We 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Gon’s WATCHMAN 


HIS quarter we are going to study 

about the captivity and return of 
the Jews. We are starting with the 
Prophet Ezekiel because he was one of 
those carried into captivity, and his 
messages were primarily for the other 
captive Israelites. What other great 
man whom we know of was taken cap- 
tive to Babylon. 

Read Ezekiel 1:1. What did Ezekiel 
see? Where was he at the time? His 
first vision of God meant so much to 
him that he wrote down the date. What 
day was it? April was the first month 
to the Jews, because that was when 
they were delivered from Egypt. What, 
then, wvuld be their fourth month? 
Probably none of us have seen a vision 
such as Ezekiel saw, but I hope that 
we have all seen the Lord Jesus Christ 
by faith. How many of you can tell 
when and where you first met the Lord? 


Read verse 2. How long had the king 
of Israel been in captivity? In verse 
3 we find the name of Ezekiel’s father, 
the land in which he was, and the river 
he was beside. Why do you think it 
says the Word of God came to him “ex- 
pressly”? This was not a message for 
the whole group, but to him personally. 
You were not saved by believing that 
Christ died for everybody. You were 
saved when you realized it was “ex- 
pressly” for you. 

We do not have time to read Ezekiel’s 
whole vision this morning, but we must 
notice the last verse in chapter 1. Why 
had God pvt the rainbow in the sky 
many centuries: before Ezekiel, in the 
days of Noah? I believe God showed 
this to Ezekiel to remind him that His 
promises never fail. What a comfort 
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to a captive in a strange land to know 
that God was still remembering His 
promises of future blessing! When 
Ezekiel saw the glory of Gog, what did 
he do? It is impossible to see the glory 
of God without bowing before Him. 

Then the Lord told Ezekiel he was 
to be His messenger to the other cap- 
tives. Turn to the third chapter of 
Ezekiel and read verse 11. ; 

In verse 17 God told Ezekiel that He 
had made him a watchman to the house 
of Israel. Do any of you know a man 
who is a watchman? Ido. He spends 
each night walking back and forth 
through the plant which he is set to 
guard. If he sees fire or any sort of 
danger, he is to turn in an instant alarm, 

In the -days of Ezekiel cities were sur- 
rounded by high walls. The watchman 
was stationed on top of the wall, to 
keep a lookout in every direction. If 
any danger threatened he immediately 
sounded a warning on his trumpet. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The warning Ezekiel was to give came 
from God Himself. Read verses 18-21. 
What was God’s message to the wicked? 
What to a righteous man turning toward 
sin? What difference did it make 
whether Ezekiel warned them or not? 
See what a serious thing it is Yo fail to 
warn those in spiritual danger. 

Ezekiel’s first message to the captives 
was an. object lesson. Did any of you 
eve¥ make a relief map of clay or salt 
or paper pulp? We do not know just 
what Ezekiel used to portfmy the city 
of Jerusalem on a tile, but it could very 
easily have been clay. He had to repre- 
sent Jerusalem being besieged by a fort- 
ress, and an enemy camp with battering 
rams at the walls. When King Nebuchad- 
nezzar took captive Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
many others the city of Jerusalem was 
practically unhurt. But those left in it 
had not repented of their sins and turned 
to God. Now Jerusalem was about to 
Be destroyed. The captives were in 
Babylon, but they were intensely inter- 
ested in the fate of their beloved capi- 
tal city. This object lesson would get 
their attention at once. Then when Jeru- 
salem was besieged and destroyed, they 
would see that Ezekiel’s messages were 
from God. God was giving the captives 
proof that Ezekiel really was His mes- 
senger, the one He had sent as watch- 
man to warn them of punishment for 
their sins. They had no excuse if they 
failed to believe him. 

God has made us His watchmen in this 
wicked world. He has said, “The wages 
of sin is death” (Rom, 6:23), and, “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God” (Psa. 
9:17), and many other warnings. But 
people do not know the Scriptures. What 
is our responsibility? 

One day as my brother and I were 
driving to Seattle, we saw a small fire 
on the back of a pick-up truck ahead of 
us. The back was empty, but some oil 
had been spilled on the floor. Probably 
a cigarette had started it burning. As 
we came up behind it the fire began 
spreading rapidly. The driver had no 
intention of being passed so he put on 
speed. The speed of his car fanned the 
fire, making it*larger every minute. We 
honked and honked at the driver, ‘but 
he only went the faster, wholly uncon- 
scious of his danger. We knew what 
would happen if the fire reached his gas 
tank. Since we could not get his atten- 
tion by honking we finally speeded past 
him, almost having to leave the road, 
as he kept in the center. Through the 
Lord’s mercy there was a gas station 
a little farther along the road. There 
my brother stopped our car in the cen- 
ter of the pavement. The truck driver 
had to stop, or hit us. We jumped out 
of our car just as he squeaked his brakes 
to a stop, looking very much annoyed. 
However, in an instant his annoyance 
changed to terror. His whole back end 
was a mass of flames. If the man at the 
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gas station had not immediately turned 
his hose full force right behind the 
driver’s seat, I am sure the truck would 
have been completely demolished. Per- 
haps all of us would have been blown 
up. We were all very relieved and 
thankful when the fire was out. 


My brother and I resumed our jour- 
ney then, leaving him talking with the 
gas man. Both of us felt we had learned 
a lesson. We knew it was risky to drive 
close to a burning car. It was also dan- 
gerous to stop in the middle of the high- 
way in front of a truck coming full speed 
ahead, but we felt we had to do it, We 
knew the man’s danger, and he did not. 
He must be warned. We asked each 
other, “Are we as much concerned to 
warn those in danger of hell fire?” And 
we prayed that the Lord would make 
their danger as real to us as the peril 
of the truck driver whom we had stop- 
ped that day. 


Let us read Ezekiel 33:1-9 together. 
God grant that we may be faithful 
watchmen for Him! May no one with 
whom we have any influence go to hell 
unwarned, but may we do all in our 
power to win others to Christ, before it 
is eternally too late, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Messenger of God 
(Ezek. 1:2, 3; 3:4, 5, 10, 11) 


HE king of Jerusalem, Jehoiachin, 

had surrendered (2 Kings 24: 10-16). 
He and his family had gone out to give 
themselves up to King Nebuchadnezzar, 
the besieging enemy. Soldiers were 
pouring into the city. They were be- 
ginning to round up the citizens, giving 
them little time to gather clothes and 
dishes. Other soldiers swarmed through 
the palace, carrying off the king’s treas- 
ures of gold and silver and valuable 
spices. Another group were ransacking 
the Temple, stripping off the gold, and 
cutting up the golden dishes so they 
would. not take up so much room. 


By the city gate sat King Nebuchad- 
nezzar and some of his generals, giving 
orders or receiving reports from their 
under officers. Strearns of people, urged 
on by soldiers, were pouring out through 
the gates and baing gathered in a large 
mass outside. There were the king, his 
princes and nobles lined up, a long chain 
passing from one to another and on 
down the line. Here were the defeated 
soldiers, without their swords, seven 
thousand mighty men. With them were 
another thousand skillful carpenters 
and blacksmiths, men clever in making 
armor and weapons of war. And min- 
gled with these men, weeping women 
and frightened children clutched what 
few belongings they could carry. Far- 
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AN Assured 
AND Regular INCOME 
IS SUCH A BLESSING 


Thousands of persons are receiving their checks 
regularly at stated intervals because they are hold- 
ers of Annuity Agreements of ihe American Bible 
Society. This REGULAR INCOME brings gom- 
fort and freedom from worry about the future. 
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ther away stood the aged and weak, 
and very poor people, whom the sol- 
diers had ordered to remain at Jeru- 
salem. There were tears and shouts to 
those in the other group, who were to 
leave; but, in all the tumult they could 
not be heard. 


Finally, the king gave the order: 
“Forward ! March!” The soldiers started 
the people off on the long road to.Baby- 
lon. The dust rose in clouds, shutting 
out the view of the long line of 10,000 
captives. Dé@y after day the captives 
plodded on in the hot sun. After many 
weary weeks they came to the land 
where they were to live beside the 
Chebar River. Most of the people were 
allowed to live in homes of their own 
and do business as they pleased. Only 
a few, the king and his princes, were 
put in prison. But all were discouraged 
and gloomy. God seemed very far away, 
as if they had left Him in the Temple 
at Jerusalem: They did not realize that 
He could be right among them in Baby- 
lon. 

God asked Ezekiel, a young man who 
would have been a priest if he were still 
in Jerusalem, to be His prophet in Baby- 
lon. To make Ezekiel and the people 
realize that God was among them even 
in that heathen land without a temple, 
God let Ezekiel see His glory. First 
Ezekiel saw what looked like a whirl- 
wind cloud coming out of the north, but 
there was a blaze of fire in it. Out of 
it came four angels, each having four 
faces and four wings. The angels shone 
like the dazzling flash of sunlight on 
polished brass. Beside each angel was 
a strange wheel with another wheel in- 
side it. These wheels traveled along 
with the angels through the air. The 
angels stopped and let down their wings. 
Over the angels was a clear sky, and 
above the sky Ezekiel saw a throne on 
which was a person of blazing bright- 
ness from head to foot.. Around Him 
everything was rainbow colors. Ezekiel 
knew this must be the glory of the 
Lord, and he fell on his face to the 
ground. 

God talked té him, and gave him a 
message to give to the people. “Son 
of man,” God said, “go to*your people 
of Israel, and speak my words to them. 
I am not sending you to people with a 
strange language, but to your own folks, 
All the words I speak to you remember, 
and go tell them. Say, ‘This is what the 
Lord God says’— whether they want to 
listen or not,’ Ezekiel went and told 
them. He also wrote it down, and we 
can read it today. “Hear ye the word 
of the Lord” (Ezek. 13:2, Memory 
Verse). Would you like to read some 
this week? (Ezek. 1:1-6, 25, 28; 3: 16-21; 
9:4-10; 11:16-20; 18:4, 20, 21). I asked 
you to tell the Bible story, to someone 
last Sunday. Were you as faithful as 
Ezekiel? 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Lew 


Bopic and Scripture: 


A Messenger of God 
(Ezek. 1:2, 3; 3:4, 5, 10, 11) 


‘Lo quarter we can follow through 
a theme, and so tie the lessons to- 
gether. Primary children would not 
get much ‘out of the adult theme, “Cap- 
tivity and Return of the Jews,” so sup- 
pose we call our lessons “A Rainbow 
of Prophecy.” All characters from 
whose books our references are taken 
are prophets, with the exception of 
Esther. You may question Nehemiah 
and Ezra, but my dictionary gives as 
first definition of prophet, “One who de- 
clares a message from God, of interprets 
divine will.” 

Make a good-sized poster with a rain- 
bow, the Wifferent-colored strips being 
wide enough to put some names and 
figures on them. Put the following names 
on the strips, in this order, beginning 
with red: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Malachi. As 
the lessons come, put a figure in the strip 
bearing the name of that book; for in- 
stance, this first lesson is in Ezekiel, 
so put a figure of a watchman in the 
green strip. When there is more than 
one lesson in a book, put a new figure 
in the strip, and also leave the other 
one there; so that when you finish the 
quarter you have a figure for each les- 
son, helping to refresh the children’s 
minds. . ! 

Now about the figures. If you do not 
fifi a picture, draw a figure, what we 
call a stick figure; a watchman might 
have his hand to his head as if he were 
looking out across the country, watch- 
ing. Put him on a wall if you wish. 
Use your ingenuity and imagination. 
Children have keen imaginations, and 
they will get the idea. 

Egekiel was God’s watchman. Do you 
kn@w what a watchman is? Some of 
you do. The policeman that goes. up 
and down the street is a watchman. 
Have you seen them go down the street 
and try every store door to see if they 
were locked? They are watching, that 
no store is left open for thieves to walk 
in and steal. 


Ezekiel was not just that kind of 
watchman, but his job was to go and tell 
the people of Israel what God said, to 
give them. warning about the trouble 
that was coming if’they did not obey 
God. They were slaves in a strange 
country, far away from Jerusalem, and 
they had fotgotten the things God had 
said to them. They had forgotten God’s 
commands, and God told Ezekiel to tell 
them again God’s words. 

Do you ever forget what Mother or 
Daddy told you? Oh, I’m sure some of 
you do. My little grandson came home 
all wet, and told me;he forgot that I 
told him not to go near the river. He 
forgot because he wanted to, and I think 
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that was the way with the Israelites, for 
God told Ezekiel that they would not 
listen to what he told them, because 
they did not want to obey God. 

That was a hard task, to go with a 
message and know the people would not 
heed it, but Ezekiel went. 

Did you know that every one of us 
who knows and loves the Lord Jesus. is 
a watchman for God? Yes, indeed. God * 
says we are to go and tell those we meet 
about the Lord Jesus Christ who died 
for them, for many people do not know 
it. And how will they know if we do 
not tell them? Who will be to blame 
if they do not know? 

Suppose the policeman skipped one 
door, did not look to see if it was 
locked, and burglars just walked in at 
that door and stole a lot of money. Who 
would be to blame? The policeman, 
because he is paid to do that work. That 
is part of his job. Just so, we are going 
to be to blame if we do not tell people 
that they are lost, and need Jesus for 
their Saviour. 

Will you be a faithful watchman as 
Ezekiel was? 


Feiton, CALIF. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper: shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Showing Your Light.—Son of man, I 
have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel (Ezek. 3:17, Golden 
Text). Perhaps you have heard of Rus- 
sell Price and his flashlight. Five Cana- 
dian Royal Airplanes, bound for Florida, 
encountered a terrific snowstorm in 
New York State. They were flying low. 
Russell Price sensed the sound and knew 
that the probable place of landing would 
be a large field near his home. There 
was a huge tree in the field which he 
knew spelled peril for those men. Grab. 
bing his flashlight he rah out and kept 
throwing the light on the tree, and every 
plane came down safely. Is there some 
young person in your neighborhood or 
in ‘your church who is flying low? Your 
little/flashlight.may save a perilous land- 
ing tor him.—From the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Magazine. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Eskridge, Kans. 


Looking at the Wrong Side.—I ‘was 
among the captives (Ezek. 1:1). God 
hedges in His own that He may preserve 
them, but oftentimes they only see the 
wrong side of the hedge. . . . Through 
the leaves of every trial there are chinks 
of light to shine through. Thorns do 
not prick you unless you lean against 
them, and not one touches you without 
His knowledge. The words that hurt 
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you, the letter which gave you pain, the 
cruel wound of your dearest friend, 
shortness of money are all known to 
Him, who sympathizes as none else can 
and watches to see, if, through all, you 
will dare to trust Him wholly.—From 
“Streams in the Desert,” by Cowman, 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Chicago, Ill. 


Better Prepared?—The word of the 
Lord came .,, unto Ezekiel. (Ezek. 1:3). 
A preacher who had written out his 
sermon carefully found himself at 
church without his manuscript. “As I 
have forgotten my notes,” he began, “I 
will rely on the Lord for. guidance, To- 
night I will come better prepared.”— 
From Religious Digest. Sent by Harold 
Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


He Didn’t Want Torrey To Preach.— 
And speak unto them, and tell them, 
Thus saith the Lord God (Ezek. 3:11). 
At one place in Japan, meetings were 
arranged for me with the students of 
one of the great universities. The man 
who was chiefly responsible for my vis- 
iting the place said to me before the 
meeting, “Now don’t preach a sermon. 
They are not ready for that yet. It is 
mot a Christian school, There is only 
pne Christian teacher, and very few 
Christian students. Give them a lecture 
on the necessity of morality in educa- 
tion.” I had no lectures on that subject, 
and would not have delivered one if I 
had. I preached to them on the text, 
“What shall I do then with Jesus which 
is caHed Christ?” I attempted to prove 
to them that Jesus Christ was a divine 
person and had made a perfect atone- 
ment for their sins by His death on the 
cross. When I finished my sermon I 
said to them, “Now, I know that few, if 
any, of you are Christians, but I be- 
lieve that some of you are as thoroughly 
convinced as I am that Jesus was a di- 
vine person and that He made a full 
atonement for your sins on the cross of 
Calvary. I do not know whether you 
have the courage of your convictions, 
but I am going to give you a chance to 
show. Any one of you who will here 
and now accept Jesus Christ as your 
divine Saviour, surrender to Him as 
your Lord and Master, confess Him as 
such publicly, and strive to live from 


this time on to please Him in everything | 


from day to day, please stand.” There 
was a short space of absolute silence, 
then one large Japanese sprang to his 
feet and stood like a soldier in the ranks, 
then another, until everybody available, 
including the Catholic priest, was busy 
taking names and addresses. The man 
who had advised me not to preach told 
me that he had the names of 131 who 
professed Christ the two days I was in 
the city. And he added, “I am going 
back to preaching the Gospel.” He ought 
never to have quit it—From Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, in the King’s Business. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. + 


More Concerned for the Cows.—Hear 
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the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me (Ezek. 3:17). A con- 
vert at the Sunday meetings in Scran- 
ton remarked, “On my farm I raise 
blooded stock, and there was not a per- 
son for miles around who would not 
have gone to great lengths to warn me 
if one of my prize cows got on the rail- 
way track; yet for twenty-five years 
never a man spoke a word to me about 
my spiritual welfare.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can.; and Mrs, M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Shot Worth Fifty Dollars—And 
thou givest him not warning, nor speak- 
est to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way to save his life (Ezek. 3:18). Clin- 
ton B. Fisk liked to tell of a young 
minister who had been sent to a new 
charge, and was asked not to say any- 
thing on the temperance question, be- 
cause a Wine merchant occupied a prin- 
cipal seat in the church, and paid $50 a 
year toward the salary. “No, sir,” said 
the young pastor, “let us begin fair. 
rmort Te), Take $50 from my salary. I want a 

Be Saved shot at that pew.” He took aim, saved 
the wine merchant, and had his $50, too.— 
From the Full Gospel Quarterly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


A Telegram Received but Not Sent. 
—Thou hast delivered thy soul (Ezek. 
ited paper, col 3:21). Paul Rader had many a talk with 

F FREI Send a banker in New York, and he would 

for SO reply that he was too busy for religion. 

’ But he overworked and was sent to a 

Sword of the lor d Publisher 5 sanatorium for a complete rest. One day 
214 W. Wesley, Dept. 2, Wheaton, Ill God spoke to Paul Rader. The message 





MONTHLY 
48 pages of Hard-Hitting Bible Truth 


“The most for the money” in facts about the times, 
etic illumination. Serves the 


freret of re Et 
5 Pe. Ss, pr 12 monthly 
of family teach 
Subscribe today. In U.S.A. $}.20a year 
= copy). Foreign $1.35. Sample free. 
‘our fellowship in working, pra is invited. 
Geel and teaching iteraure supnied tree a 


prisons, as God's people 





Write today for details of this Faith and Non-profit 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
Box BB Eagle Rock Station Los Angeles 41, Calif, 


)1S3- SAVED 
PHT THIS TRACT! 


OO who 





























Teatruen 


! Christ througt 





non... Olympics Bound 


Hil Dodds 


The 
FLYING 


PARSON 
by MEL LARSON 


Former Sports Writer 
for. Minneapolis Tribune 












Prize-winning biography of the world's 
champion indoor miler . . . world’s 
outstanding track star . . . olympics 
bound . . . a remarkable Christian 
testimony . . . a tremendous chal- 
lenge to young people . . . a forth- 
right, vivid, fast-moving story .. . 
Mustrated. Olympics Edition. $1.50. 









A ZONDERVAN PUBLICATION 


eo) 19) 3 Mad te], Ma delt) Se iiaicilelt) me lele) Gas) 7484: 





March 20, 1948 


was quite clear, “Go and speak to S—.” 
Rader caught a train, and went with all 
speed to the sumptuous sanatorium. As 
he drew near he saw the banker stand- 
ing in the doorway. “Oh, Rader,” he 
said, “I am so glad to see you.” “I re. 
ceived your telegram,” said Rader. “No,” 
said he, “that is impossible. I wrote a 
telegram begging you to come, but I 
tore it up. I did not send it.” “That 
may be so,” said Mr. Rader, “but your 
message came by way of Heaven.” He 
found his friend was under deep con- 
viction of sin; and he pointed him to 
Christ as a perfect Saviour. That man 
accepted Christ as his Saviour, and his 
heart was filled with joy. “Rader,” he 
said, did you ever see the sky so blue 
or the grass so green?” “Ah,” said 
Rader, “we sometimes sing: 
“Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green; 
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen.” 
Suddenly the banker leaned against Mr. 
Rader and fell into his arms—dead.— 
From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can, Prize illus- 
tration. 
wy 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 264) 


1. Probably the thirtieth year of Ezekiel’s 
life, when he would have entered as a priest 
the service of the Temple. Instead of 
priestly ministry he is given prophetic min- 
istry. 

2. Jeremiah. God had His witnesses at 
both ends of the line. 

3. Our Lord, at His baptism, by the River 
Jordan (Luke 3:21-23). 

4. Three: under Jehoiakim, under Jehoia- 
chin, and under Zedekiah, when the city 
and Temple were destroyed. 

5. Job 2:11-13. God’s strange work in disci- 
pline was the cause in each case. 


6. A divine commission carries grave re- 
sponsibility.‘ Apply to the great commission 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 

7. No. The Holy Spirit must direct and 
control (Ezek. 3:24-27; Acts 16:6-10). 


8. To counteract the promises of false 
prophets that the captivity would soon end. 
(See Jer. 28 and 29.) 

9. Doubtless of the sin which separated 
Israel from God. (See Isa. 59:1, 2.) 

10. Of Christ the great sin-bearer (Isa. 
53:6; 2 Cor. 5:21). 
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The Look for Transformation 
(Continued from page 259) 


prove to be of great benefit and help 
to the locality. One of the town boys, 
a great dreamer froin a poor family, 
used to go out and sit on the hillside 
looking at the Great Stone Face, and 
wondering when the promised bene- 
factor would come and how he would 
look. Years passed, the boy grew up, 
moved away on business, and became 
wealthy. He never forgot his home 
town, and eventually moved back and 
gave away most of his wealth for the 
benefit of his people there. As he be- 
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came known to them they began to talk 
of the likeness of, his face to that of 
the famous rock formation at which he 
had so often looked and of which he 
had so often thought. 


As you and I reverently think of, and 
in faith look unto Jesus Christ, we are 
transformed into His image from glory 
to glory. I suppose the chief reason 
that we are so unlike Him is that we 
think about Him so little and have so 
little real desire to take on His charac- 
teristics and His beauty. If we expose 
our hearts and ourselves to Him, He will 
certainly carry on His transforming 
work in us, and others will be enabled 
to see His likeness in us as we Carry 
on our daily living to His honor and 
His glory. 

The final consummation of this process 
is spoken of by the Apostle John, who 
writes, “We know that, when he shall 
appear,- we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.” In the mean- 
time, let us keep looking at Him with 
the eye of faith, that His likeness may 
be increasingly seen in us until He comes 
again in person and one look at His 
glory will complete the process, 


In the New Testament the word “trans- 
formation” or “transfiguration” is found 
only on three occasions. First, in the 
accounts of the transfiguration of Christ 
Jesus; second, in the statement that we 
are being transformed, of which we have 
been thinking in this chapter; and third, 
in the Epistle to the Romans, where 
there is given a direct command, “Be 
ye transformed” (12:2). The secret of 
that transformation is “by the renewing 
of your mind.” As we continually look 
unto Jesus in humble gratitude and 
faith, we can be assured that our minds 
will constantly be renewed and as a re. 
sult, instead of being conformed to the 
world about us, we shall be transformed 
into His likeness. 


(To be concluded) 
we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 4 


1. The Churches’ Common. Heritage 
(Mark 3:13-19; Matt. 16:13-20; Acts 2:1-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are. 
used by permission. 

T THE very beginning of this series 

of three topics on the general’sub- 
ject, “The Ecumenical Church,” we need 
to understand clearly just what is in- 
cluded in the term “church.” As used 
throughout the New Testament the word 
translated “church” refers to a body 
or an assembly of believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Greek word is ecclesia, 
literally, “called-out ones,” and the ime 
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plication is those who have been called 
out from fellowship with the world into 
fellowship with the Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through saving faith in Him. 


¥ 

Today the word “church” has come to 
mean either a specific unit of a religious 
denomination or a denomination as a 
whole. Thus, we speak of the Fifth Bap- 
tist Church or the First Presbyterian 
Church of a particular city, indicating 
a certain building, or the group of peo- 
ple that. meet together there for wor- 
ship. But we also speak of the Baptist 
Church or of the Bible Protestant 
Church when we mean a large group of 
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K” Old Fashioned Revival 


Baptist churches or Bible Protestant 
churches banded together in a denomi- 
nation. 

The word is also used today loosely 
in a collective sense to include all re- 
ligious groups, even Unitarians, Chris- 
tian Scientists, and followers of Unity. 
However, it is important that we recog- 
nize the inconsistency here, for, if a 
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“church” is a group of believers on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, then it.is incorrect 
to use the term for an¥ group that denies 
the deity of the Lord Jesus and His 
unique Sonship. 
eg 
By the same token, it will be seen 
that many generally recognized Chris- 
tian denominational groups cannot claim 
to be churches, in the New Testament 
sense, because they number among their 
members, or among weir leaders, those 
who deny the deity of the Lord Jesus, 
His miracles, His vicarious atonement 
on the cross, and His bodily resurrection. 
ye 
The term “ecumenical church,” used 
in the general topic for the three prayer 
meetings that begin with this. week’s, 
means literally, “world-wide church,” 
or “universal church,” There is a sense 
in which it can be taken to mean the 
whole body of true believers all over 
the world regardless of what denomina- 
tional label they bear. But there is an- 
other sense that has come into use in 
recent years which refers to an affiliation 
of many so-called Christian denomina- 
tional groups in a “World Council of 
Churches,” which is really a_ Federal 
Council of Christian Churches éxtended 
to a world-wide basis. Like the Federal 
Council, the World Council of Churches 
is concerned with propagating a social 
gospel. It takes no clear-cut stand on 
the deity of Christ and the verbal in- 
spiration of the Word, and it welcomes 
into its fellowship those who deny many 
of the fundamentals of the historic Chris- 
tian faith. Therefore, in the true Scrip- 
tural sense, it cannot be termed a 
universal Chfistian church. 
ve 
To turrf now to the specific topic as- 
signed for this week’s consideration, 
what constitutes the common heritage 
of all true believers? The first impor- 
tant heritage is seen in the fact that the 
true Christian Church was founded by 
the Lord Jesus Himself. In Matthew 
16:18, he speaks of it as “my church,” 
and states that He will build it. This 
lifts the true Church above any mere 
denominational setting. It- was not 
founded by Peter or by Paul or by any 
other human being. The Lord Jesus 
Himself is its founder and its Head. 
5 4 
Next, we see that the true Church has 
the heritage of an imperishable foun- 
dation. The Roman Church claims, from 
Matthew 16.18, that Peter was the “rock” 
upon which Christ.said He would build 
His Church. But Protestant ‘believers 
see in this statement of the Lord Jesus 
a reference not to the “little rock,” Peter, 
but to the great “bed rock” of the deity 
of the Lord Jesus, which Peter had just 
proclaimed. “For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3$11). 


ye 
The true Church of Christ has the 
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heritage of a common commission. All 
true believers, regardless of what par- 
ticular denomination in which they may 
serve, are commissioned to preach the 
Gospel; to heal by binding up broken 
hearts and bringing men into a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
to cast out demons, by bringing men 
and women in touch with the Lord Jesus 
and His miracle-working, transforming 
power in the life (Mark 3:13-19). 


All true believers have a common heri- 
tage of truth as contained in the inspired 
Scriptures, illuminated by the Holy 
Spirit. The Scriptures make it plain 
that every believer is a vital part of the 
whole body of true believers, of which 
the Lord Jesus is the Head. -One be- 
liever may have quite a different func- 
tion, or usefulness, from another, just 
as one member of the human body may 
have quite a different use from that of 
another member. Yet, all true believers, 
under the direction and empowering of 
the Head, work together for the edifica- 
tion of the body and to fulfill the perfect 
will of the directing Head, the Lord 
Jesus (1 Cor, 12:20). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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“Little Children, It Is the 
Last Hour” 


(Continued from second page) 


that had accompanied the birth of John 
Baptist, cousin and precursor of the Mes- 
siah, whose father was a notable high 
priest. 

“The Pharisees knew, but believed not. 

“It is precisely so with us today. The 
history of 1,900 years ago repeats itself. 
It is with the same icy indifference and 
incredulity that the world and Christian. 
ity regard the approaching Return of 
Jesus Christ. 

“Christians know that He must re- 
turn. The Gospels and the Epistles re- 
peat it constantly. They know, but, 
apart from an infinitely few exceptions, 
they do not believe in this Return, or 
at least are not awaiting §it, 

“The signs of the. times warn them 
of its imminence. They pile up elmost 
to heaven, presaging the coming storm 
—these copper clouds charged with 
lightning. One knows, one sees, but one 
does not await! 

“Really this is what they believe. They 
believe that the Kingdom of God will 
come some day, but in a far, far dis- 
tant future. It will come when the 
world is in a condition to receive Him 
worthily. Then and then only will 
Christ reappear ! 

“And all the glory of it will redound 
to men, man who by his persistent labors 
has rendered possible that return. For 
him will be the honor of having ‘made 
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Christ king.” Is not his vocation sub- 
lime? 

“*This,’ said Pasteur, ‘is one of the 
great aberrations of the human mind.’ 
(Vallery-Radot, La Vie de Pasteur, p. 
285.)” 


In the face of such a situation, M. An- 
tomarchi reproaches the churches for 
their stupefying and almost general in- 
difference regarding their duty to an- 
nounce to men the impending judgments. 
“The role. of Cassandra, of Jeremiah, 
is not pleasant, but woe to the guard 
who does not give the alarm! Do they 
fear to provoke public disapproval? 
Church leaders, whether pastors or 
priests, woe to you when the catastrophe 
comes if you have flinched from giving 
this alarm. 

“I am convinced more and more each 
year that preaching in both Protestant 
and Catholic pulpits ought to be re- 
shaped in thé light of the prophecies, 
that it ought to return to the emphases 
that marked the dawn of the Christian 
era. The solemn and powerful message 
of ‘Repent,’ which.came first from the 
lips of John the Baptist and then from 
Christ, ought again to be heard every- 
where ip the churches and public places. 
Repent, for the terrible and final judg- 
ments of God are at hand! Repent, 
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Indian-American Preachers 
Cook Christian Training School in Phoenix 
is partly supported by offerings from the 
World Day of Prayer. Indians from many. 
tribesare being trained for native ministry. 
It is worthy of your support. 

Growing rapidly it needs classrooms, 


houses, and scholarships. Help train an 
Indian preacher. Write for information, 
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Sell fifty boxes of cards. Send for 
sample. Also Bibles, etc. 


Gladway Card and Bible House 
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 











“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


since for this world there is no other 
chance of salvation. 


“‘Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation,’ said the Apostle Peter on 
the day of Pentecost. An admonition 
more urgent than ever! 


“What is to be done? Confessing that 
since’ Cain he has followed the wrong 
road, man must acknowledge that, in- 
stead of adoring his Creator he has 
adored himself, intoxicated himself with 
the pride of his science, his technique, 
his passion for knowledge, which he has 
put to the service of evil rather than 
of God. He must humiliate himself to 
confess that he has scorned the com- 
mandments,' the aid, the instruction of 
God, the very lights of God’s heaven; 
that he even boasted once, in the French 
Parliament—the fool—of having ex- 
tinguished these lights! Such are things 
for which one pays dearly, gentlemen. 

“Flee, then, the wrath to come! The 
axe is at the root of the tree. At the 
end of this recent war statesmen said, 
as in 1918, ‘We will reconstruct, the 
world, will bring in peace.’ On what 
bases, gentlemen? Without doubt on a 
new treaty of Versailles. Always is the 
law of the strongest honored. And now 
comes ‘the United Nations,’ which the 
man on the street speaks of jocosely as 
‘the Disunited Nations. Man has put 
himself at the forefront in the organ- 
ization of universal peace. How can man 
in revolt against his Maker have the 
audacity to declare peace to the world? 
Ancient eras were but child’s play com- 
pared with today with its Satanic mas- 
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terpieces of modern manufacture, The ° 
expenses of armament surpass all evalu- 
ation. They render vain all effort for 
recovery, economic or otherwise, on the 
part of tax-crushed peoples, 


“War, which some have thought of as 
in a way uplifting, is rather a chastise- 
ment provoked by our impiety and blas- 
phemies. It is the fulfillment of the 
terrible words of Zecharian the prophet 
(11:6), ‘I will deliver the men every 
one into his neighbor’s hand.’ 


“H, G. Wells, one of the keenest ob. 
servers of our generation, did not fear 
to declare, ‘This time it is the end: the 
world is wholly out of control.’ ‘ 


“This world is like the corpse of Laz- 
arus in the tomb, foetet, it stinketh. It 
is moribund morally, exhausted, fin- 
ished. Only the voice of Christ can 
bring it to life again. The word ‘prog- 
ress’ which, hardly thirty years ago, the 
crowd pronounced with veneration as 
a magic formula, they scarcely dare 
articulate today. M. René Gillouin char. 
acterizes the development of our society 


_as a shattering degradation. We are be. 


ing drawn down an inclined plane of 
which the inevitable end is chaos. Hu- 
man society moves with the regularity 
of a pendulum. toward the frightful 
terminus described by Jesus as the day 
of Noah and of Sodom (Luke 17: 26-30). 

“Once again the terrible sentence is 
being passed upon it ~which the hand 
of the Eternal wrote on the walls of a 
debauched banquet hall: ‘Numbered! 
Weighed! Found wanting!” 

“Christian truth,” says M. Antomarchi, 
“is wholly in the Word of God and 
there only. Outside all is lies, treason, 
darkness.” 

That Word announces the only hope; 
it announces it on page after page, from 
Matthew to the close of the Revelation. 


“The night is far spent, the day is at 


hand” (Rom, A3:12). 


“Little children, it is the last hour” 
(1 John 2:18, R.V.). 

When the disciples were laboring 
heavily in the Galilean storm, in the last 
watch of the night, Jesus appeared, walk- 
ing on the waves, 

We,are now in that last night watch. 
Any day the blessed hope may become 
realization, fact, historic experience. 

“When these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” 

ye 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all dzpartments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and cther contributors; ’'and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 29 to April 4 


‘Mon.—Ezekiel 1:1-3. Ezekiel Among the Exiles. 

PRAYER SvuccesTions: “I was among 
the captives ... and I saw visions of 
God.” The best way to realize the 
miseries of unconverted people is to live 
among them. While we visit them only 
as tourists we shall neither see their 
sad condition nor have visions of God- 
given opportunities really to help them. 
Our Lord came where we are that He 
might rescue us from our sins, and take 
us to where. He is now. in glory. ' As 
_ prisoners of, hope, once Satan’s captives, 
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we owe our salvation to Him who loved, 
sought, and washed us from our \sins. 
Pray for the Hiawatha Land Independent 
Baptist Missions, Inc., 1910 First Ave., 
S., Escanaba, Mich, 


Tues.—Ezekiel 2:1-7, Ezekiel’s Call. 

Prayer Succestions: “Son ofeman, be 
not afraid of them, neither be afraid of 
their words, though briers and thorns 
be with thee, and thou dost dwell among 
scorpions.” God’s calls are always clear, 
and duties involved are definitely out- 
lined. It was so with all the prophets 
and apostles. They knew just what to 
expect. When they answered God’s call, 
they accepted His orders. The Church’s 
call and commission are too plain to be 
misunderstood. The cross must be car- 
ried daily by all who would serve their 
Saviour. Pray for the Railway Mission, 
29 Elam Place, Buffalo 14, N. Y. 


Wed.—Ezekiel 3:4-11. Ezekiel’s Commission. 
Prayer Succestions: “Son of man... 
get thee unto the house of Israel, and 
speak with my words unto them.” Be- 
cause of a terrible omission, God gave 
Ezekiel his commission. The Word of 
God, explained and applied, was Israel’s 
great necessity. It is the same need to- 
day. The Word of God, eaten by the 
servant of God, and spoken faithfully 


and in the power of the Holy Spirit is - 


needed by multitudes. We have very 


‘much Bible information, but very little 


of the Spirit’s application. Pray for the 
Keswick Colony of Mercy, Keswick 
Grove, N. J. 


Thurs.—Ezekiel 4:1-3. 
Ezekiel Teaches by Signs. 
PRAYER SuccesTIons: “This shall be a 
sign to the house of Israel.” » Handwork 
combined with heart and lip work serve 
to help fix the Word of God in the minds 
of people. Art work that really pre- 
sents truth God wants people to hear 


- will have His blessing. The eye-gate 


often makes truth which goes in through 
ear-gate effective. God who gave the 
gifts intends them to be used as lifts, 
Pray: for the Miracle Book Club, 50 
Avery Drive, N. E., Atlanta. 


Fri.—Ezekiel 33:1-9. Ezekiel as a Watchman. 

Prayer SuccesTIons: “I have set thee 
a watchman unto the: house of Israel; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me.” God’s 
servants have a Godward and a manward 
responsibility. They must pay attention 
to God, and deliver to men the message 
God wants them to get. Hit-or-miss 
devotion to God, and hop-scotch preach. 
ingeare no part of God’s will for His 
ministers. Pray for the National Home 
Missions Fellowship, 2938 Eastwood Ave., 
Chicago 25. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 33:10-16. 
Ezekiel Teaches Repentance. 
PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “Turn ye from 
your evil ways.” The preaching of re- 
pentance toward God, as well as faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, is the present 


(19) 275, 


duty of all preachers. Because men have 
not in themselves power to repent, God, 
who gave power to maimed, and even 
deadepeople, to respond to His call, wills 
to produce commanded obedience in 
everyone who answers His call. There 
must be a first repentance before | there 
can be life-long repentance. Pray for 
the Navajo Bible School and Mission, 
Window Rock, Ariz, 


Sun.—Psalm 187:1-6. 
An Experience of the Captivity. 
PRAYER Succestions: “By the rivers of 
Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we 
wept, when we remembered Zion.” The 
beauties of Babylon could not make a 
lover of Zion content. The loss of the 


house of prayer was the cause of sharp 


heart-pangs in the soul of a godly exile, 
Spiritual loss, likewise, is a Christian’s 
saddest experience. God who watches 
the heart observes the spiritual Iongings 
of His people. He will not long leave 
them without comfort. Pray for the 
Pioneer Girls, 53 W. Jackson Blwd., Chi- 
cago 4, 
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requirements, 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T 90, Dlineis 
inational—A Work of Faith 
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... When you use Scripture Press Lessons for DVBS! 


Yes, everything you need for your DVBS is included in the Scripture 


Press All Bible Series. You never have to worry about what song or handwork | 


project to use—it’s all down in black and white in one easy-to-follow manual. 


Especially valuable to untrained teachers. 
EACH DAY IN DETAIL—Each day’s program is prepared in 


detail, with Teacher’s Manual and Pupil’s Workbook for each department—there’s no 


confusion about what comes next. 


you know it. . . place your 
order today. Or if you 
haven't received your copy of 
**All You Need For Your 1948 
Vacation Bible School,’ mail 
coupen right away. 


DEFINITELY BIBLE-CENTERED—Bible memory work and a Bible 
lesson are daily features of each department. A graded approach to Scripture teaching 
provides each department with material especially suited to its age level. 


CLOSELY CORRELATED—For each day, every phase of the 
course ties in with the one big objective for the day. 
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Please send free book, “All You Need For Your 1948 Vacation 
Bible School.” 
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